Woodbridge Cruising Club. Members' Anchorages
Hallsands - Start Bay
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This anchorage is a useful passage stop
midway between Falmouth and Weymouth and
about 50-60 miles, or a good day’s sail, from
each. It is just north of Start Point between the
high ground behind the point and the Skerries
Bank. In west or southwest winds it affords
shelter. If there is any east in the wind, do not
use this anchorage. This quote from the US
Navy Sailing Directions applies

Anchorage is not recommended in the bay
during SE gales or within 0.5 mile N of Start
Point. In strong E winds there is no shelter
between the [Skerries] bank and the land, and
broken water extends to the shoreline.’

Having scared everyone witless, it has to be
said that we passed a quiet night with F5,
gusting F6 WSW blowing off Start point. | don't
think many yachts anchor here. When we
arrived in the early evening a small group of
people formed on the tiny beach. They talked
among themselves and pointed at us, and then
talked some more. They didn’t seem agitated or

wave or show any signals that might be taken to mean “It is not safe to anchor here” so we assume

it was curiosity.

Entry from west

Round Start Point far enough south to clear the isolated rock and the Black Stone, carry on east
until the west side of the bay is open. Don't go too far though: the gap between Start Point and the
Skerries is quite narrow. Turn north in to the gap between Skerries bank and Start point. There
are some outlying rocks (Shoelodge Reef and Hare Stone) towards the south of the headland so
favour the bank until you are level with the radio masts on the hill top. Turn in towards the small
beach. We anchored in about 5m charted depth about 200m off the shore. There are buoys, or
floats further in. It was not clear what they were for, but we stayed outside them, just in case.

You get the feeling that you are in a tight corner. This is not borne out by the chart, which shows
the coastline as a gentle curve. Itis quite sheltered, nevertheless

Exit to East

Greater than 040° will clear the Mewstones off Dartmouth, and less than 045° will keep you off the
Skerries. Alternatively follow the 10m contour north to the end Slapton Sands (where there is a sort

of memorial on the beach) and turn east.

! publication 191 (ENROUTE) SAILING DIRECTIONS, 2004, ENGLISH CHANNEL Prepared and published by the NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL-
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