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Îles Saint-Marcouf 
A real desert island in the English Channel! These are the other Channel Islands, nestling at the 
Eastern base of the Cotentin (Cherbourg) Peninsula.  Located about midway between Saint-Vaast La-

Hougue and Grandcamp this 
anchorage is useful for coasting 
along the North coast of France 
or for waiting for a suitable 
departure time for the Solent.   
 
The two islands are tiny, low 
and uninhabited. This is a 
settled-weather anchorage 
between the two islands, and a 
small beach in the bay forming 
the North side of the 
anchorage.   
 
Although we did not go ashore 
the beach looked perfectly 
feasible for a dingy landing and 
we intend to return with more 
time in future. 
 

 

Not to be used for navigation 
Reproduced from Admiralty chart SC 2135 by permission of 

the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and the 
hydrographic offices of France and the United Kingdom 

(http://www.ukho.gov.uk ) 

From the South East.  A bearing of about 325º T on the South Cardinal beacon took us straight in; 
rounding up to the North East towards the beach at the last moment. The best water seems to be to 
the North East of the entrance although beware the flat topped rocks that surround the island.  We 
arrived just after dark and would aim to arrive in the light in future! The cardinal was just visible against 
the lights of St Vaast in the distance.  We left the same way we entered, that is back out towards the 
South East. 
 

 

Light VQ(3) 5s S Cardinal beacon 
Smaller island

View from about 1M SE  
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The holding was good in about 3m and we clocked 1.5 knots on the log as the tide ran between the 
islands. 
 
Another boat arriving after us anchored in the Fosse Daniel to the South of Îles de Terre.  
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