Woodbridge Cruising Club. Members' Anchorages
ile D'Ouessant

lle D’Ouessant (Ushant) is small rocky island at the western end of Brittany and is the westernmost
point of France. A line drawn between here and the Lizard traditionally marks the boundary
between the English Channel and the Atlantic Ocean. It has a winter population of about 800, is
about 5 miles across and has five lighthouses! Although it is welcoming to yachts, with 20-some
free mooring buoys, it is not visited that often because conditions have to be just right. This is
definitely a settled weather anchorage.

We crossed from Brixham on a failing southeasterly f2-3 wind that had been around for a few days.
The North Atlantic charts from Northwood HF Fax showed settled high pressure for at least 72
hours and nothing that could be called weather within 800 miles. We entered the inlet leading up to
Lampaul with a very long, slight (half-metre or less) swell and even in this waves were breaking on
the jagged rocks that guard the entrance.

Don’t tie up to the fish farm!

Much of the south-west side of the inlet is taken up by a fish farm and the white buoys supporting
the nets looked to the author just like mooring buoys. A Dutch boat hailed us before it was too late:
“it is not permitted to moor at the fish farm” and saved us further embarrassment!

Where to anchor

All but a couple of buoys on the back (most seaward) row were taken. From this back row it would
be quite a trek to anywhere in the dinghy. This was July 14" and a Thursday, so we guessed, with
settled weather, the local (i.e. Brest) boats would be making a long weekend of it. Both Reeds and
CA almanacs suggest anchoring either to seaward of the mooring buoys or in a rather
unprepossessing rocky inlet to the north of the harbour so we decided to feel out the depths on the
inside of the moorings and found a sandy bottom (visible in the clear water) in about 4m some
150m off the beach. With a swell running | could see us being chased away from this spot by
surfers, but with a swell running we would be long gone! There are weeds and rocks around here
but both are easy to see in the crystal clear Atlantic water. From this anchorage we had a 3-
minute dinghy ride to the beach or the steps on the back of the old ferry jetty for access to the
village. Keep a lookout for weed when using the dinghy at low water: our elderly Seagull is
certainly no match for the bootlace species that flourishes over the rocks.

Facilities

Good, though small, sandy beach. Two or three good restaurants and bars, a couple of banks with
complex alternate opening, a Spar and an 8 ‘till 8 (take care: this its name, not its opening hours).
Both shops have cash dispensers. Lots of bike hire shops. A water tap can be found on the quay of
the tiny harbour, which not so much dries, as sometimes has a little water in it. It is completely
fouled by chains, moorings and pointy stones. Petrol and diesel from the garage, at the top the hill:
possible if the crew is fit. In bars and shops try to get across by some means that you are from a
boat, and not a day-tripper off the ferry and you will get a warmer reception and friendlier service.
This is a maritime, island community and even leisure sailors are still sailors.

Of course, if you are here on July 14™ there will be fireworks.
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