
Erw
arton N

ess 

Woodbridge Cruising Club. Members' Anchorages 
Erwarton Ness 

 
Document Information 

Date Thursday, 20 January 2005 

Document History 

Created with template Anchorages(1).dot 
Thursday, 20 January 2005 
Tuesday, February 01, 2005, typos 
Tuesday, March 29, 2005 Added Ramsey Light characteristics 

Editor Peter Wilkinson 
Contributed by Peter Wilkinson, Witchfinder 
Last Visited August 2004 
Source Location c:\local\yacht\wcc\erwarton\erwarton ness(2).doc 

East and West of Erwarton Ness 
Just up the Stour: perfect for an overnight, or waiting for the right tide for trips along the coast. 

 
The docks at 
Parkeston 
provide a vivid 
contrast to the 
Essex-Suffolk 
salt marshes.  
The high yard-
lamps in the dock 
also provide 
enough light to 
make this an 
ideal place to try 
out an after-dark 
approach for the 
first time.  Tide 
runs up to a knot 

and a half so make sure you are really set before turning in. 

Not to be used for navigation 
Reproduced from Admiralty chart 5607.6 by permission of the 

Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and the 
Hydrographic Office of the United Kingdom 

(http://www.ukho.gov.uk ) 

 
These are popular anchorages and you are likely to find yourself sharing with up to a dozen other boats 
on a fair weather weekend, although there is plenty of room.  The holding is good in filthy black mud.  
The chart says the bottom is M.Sh.St but we have only ever seen M. Get the crew to pull up the hook 
and have a bucket of water ready to tip over the crew before letting them back aft. 

Erwarton East 
This is the less popular side, although it is more comfortable in Westerlies and a tad closer to the sea. 
Heading upstream, at Ramsey (LFl G 10s) turn about 15º starboard and watching out for unlit mooring 
buoys and unlit lightships tied to them, head just inshore of Erwarton S cardinal beacon. Round up 
and drop in about 3m (charted depth).  Shallower than that it gets quite steep-to and we have grounded 
after swinging the wrong way (i.e. towards the shore) at the turn of the low tide.  We have also woken 
here to find a small warship tied up a few boat-lengths away (OK, a customs boat, but is was grey, had a 
gun, and startled me!) 

Erwarton West 
For some reason, more boats seem to anchor this side of the Ness even in Westerlies.  Heading 
upstream, pass the beacon quite close to, choose your spot, round up towards the shore and drop in 3-
4m 

Fall back – Off Parkeson 
The large area in about 3-4m right opposite the oil terminal (around yellow spot on chartlet) is a perfectly 
good anchorage, if a little noisy, bright and swept by the wash of turning ships.  It’s big and easy to find. 
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