Yacht Anchorages
Hamford Water

This is Arthur Ransome's "Secret Water" country. The most popular part of the Walton Backwaters
is "The Twizzle" past Stone Point (a nice sandy beach and good for drying out between tides) up to
Titchmarsh Marina and to the Yacht Club.

Much quieter is Hamford Water. Good anchorage near the big yellow buoy* between the
entrances to Oakley Creek and Kirby Creek. East of the yellow buoy the bottom is even and there
is lots of space for the usually few yachts at anchor. Holding is good - in mud. West of the buoy
the deep water is harder to find, but there is much to explore. (I concur with “Less Water Rep” on
chartlet abovel!) It is said that ships use Oakley Creek (gunpowder?!), so we keep clear of the
anchorage on the other side, marked on the chartlet.

There are no buildings to be seen, nor lights nor roads. Well sheltered and beautifully peaceful!
Sighting of a seal is guaranteed! There is a flourishing colony developing.

Kirby creek can be entered with a 1.5m draught, but without a chart plotter, following the channel
is tricky! Oyster beds are to be avoided.

Approach

Approach is from the Pye End Buoy, following a well marked channel. Hamford Water splits from
the Twizzle at a North Cardinal buoy (leave to port and look for the next, green buoy (No. 9 on this
chartlet, but “Exchem” on latest Harwich Haven Authority chart) some distance away). With 1.5m
draught, entrance in calm water is possible at most states of the tide, but study the chart and tide
table, or go in during the top half of the tide to be sure.

! Buoy is not marked on chartlet. It may not be permanent.
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