Woodbridge Cruising Club. Members' Anchorages
Off Bembridge and Whitecliff Bay - East IOW

Off Bembridge Harbour Entrance
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Reproduced from Admiralty chart SC 2045 by permission

of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and the
UK Hydrographic Office (www.ukho.gov.uk).

Entry and Exit

The key point is St Helen’s Fort which shows an East cardinal light pattern FI(3) 10s 8M. Do not pass
West of the fort unless in the harbour channel.

About 300m North of the fort is the tide gauge post, lit: FI Y 2s 1M. We anchor a few boat lengths East
of the tide gauge.

Whitecliff Bay

High ground above Culver CIiff to the WSW of Whitecliff Bay gives shelter from blows from that
direction. The bottom shelves predictably towards the beach and the holding is good. This is a
convenient first landfall on a homebound Channel crossing and a good place to wait for water in
Bembridge or for a fair tide up Channel. On a fine day quite a large number of boats anchor a few boat
lengths off the beach to swim and barbeque, giving the place a Mediterranean feel.

Entry from the South

Start looking for W Princessa Q(9) 15s soon after the mighty St Catherine’s Point light has become
obscured. On reaching it turn on to about 270° T and drop in about 2m-3m above datum.



