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Off Bembridge Harbour Entrance 
We can vouch for the usefulness of this anchorage in a 
full gale after spending the night here on our first real 
cruise, with the wind speed between 35kt and 40kt for 
most of the night.  We arrived later than planned, after 
dark, in SW 6 with only about an hour left for our 1.5m 
draft in the Bembridge Harbour channel.  It’s a 
serpentine entrance at the best of times and prudence 
warned us off a first-time, after-dark run in with only an 
hour’s water left.  Too tired to push tide to Portsmouth, 
we dropped the hook.  No sooner than the anchor was 
set than Solent Coastguard called “force 8, imminent”.   
A call to Solent CG to let them know we were there and 
staying the night raised polite enquiries as to why we 
were not making for Portsmouth (like all sane folk). To 
be fair, they did not actually say this, but coastguards 
have ways of conveying such sentiments without words. 
It’s all in the tone of voice.  Anyway we survived and 
only dragged 50m or 60m, which cleaned the anchor 
wonderfully.  (We have more, heavier chain since then) 

 
 

Entry and Exit 
The key point is St Helen’s Fort which shows an East cardinal light pattern Fl(3) 10s 8M.  Do not pass 
West of the fort unless in the harbour channel. 
 
About 300m North of the fort is the tide gauge post, lit: Fl Y 2s 1M.  We anchor a few boat lengths East 
of the tide gauge.   

Whitecliff Bay 
High ground above Culver Cliff to the WSW of Whitecliff Bay  gives shelter from blows from that 
direction. The bottom shelves predictably towards the beach and the holding is good.  This is a 
convenient first landfall on a homebound Channel crossing and a good place to wait for water in 
Bembridge or for a fair tide up Channel.  On a fine day quite a large number of boats anchor a few boat 
lengths off the beach to swim and barbeque, giving the place a Mediterranean feel.   

Entry from the South 
Start looking for W Princessa Q(9) 15s soon after the mighty St Catherine’s Point light has become 
obscured.  On reaching it turn on to about 270º T and drop in about 2m-3m above datum.   
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Not to be used for navigation  
Reproduced from Admiralty chart SC 2045 by permission 
of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and the 

UK Hydrographic Office (www.ukho.gov.uk). 


