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St Michael’s Mount 
This is picture postcard anchorage: a few moments dingy ride from the Mount itself with its fairy 
tale castle and in the other direction a few moments from a wonderful safe beach. Its quite well 
known: Reeds mentions it, and the CA almanac has an excellent chartlet,  but members may be 
put off by the surrounding ring of rocks. It turns out to be much more straightforward than it looks.  
We entered this anchorage, tired, in the pre-dawn gloom after an overnighter from Brittany and 
managed it without bumping into anything.  Anchoring here needs offshore winds, little or no 
southerly component in the swell, and a close watch on the weather. 

Approach  

Do your tidal heights sums in plenty of time, 
and consider dropping the sails and motoring in 
since, after allowing a safety margin, there is 
only about 100m between the rocks and the 
harbour wall.  
 
The Mount�s south side is uninhabited and 
densely tree-clad so by night it shows up as a 
�black hole� in the background � no lights 
whatever, just very dark black.  
 
Plot the following directions on a large-scale 
chart before entry, to satisfy yourself they are 
right! 
 
Pick up 05
 29.10 W in 20-odd metres about a 
mile south of the Mount and sail up it to 50
 
07.05 N. This will clear the Guthen Rock and 
the unlit buoy over the obstruction. Turn right 
onto about 055
 which puts you midway 
between the Great Hogus and the Mount.  The 
Great Hogus is visible even at high water and it 
is steep to and so it ends more or less where it 
seems to end.  By now you should only have 
sand in front of you.  We dropped anchor in 
about 2m charted depth. At this point the 
entrance to the harbour was just opening, 
about 100 m off to the east. 

 
There is a cluster of buoys and floats in the area. These are anchor buoys for the tripper boats 
plying between the Mount and Marazion and at least some will disappear come the evening when 
they go home. 
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Not to be used for navigation 
Reproduced from Admiralty chart 5603.7 by 

permission of the Controller of Her 
Majesty�s Stationery Office and the UK 

Hydrographic Office 
(http://www.ukho.gov.uk ) 
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Looking approximately north from the root 
of the western arm of the Mount harbour. 
The Great Hogus rocks are behind 
Witchfinder and the anchor buoys of the 
tripper boats are in front 

Swell 
Some members have reported 
uncomfortable rolling when anchored 
here.  Certainly the anchorage is open to 
the southwest.  The trick seems to be, as 
Mount’s Bay is entered, to try to 
determine the direction of the swell, as 
distinct from the wind: swell and wind 
directions can differ quite a bit.  We 
crossed from Brittany in a quite well 
developed (2m - 3m) westerly swell, 
which was still there when we rounded 
the Lizard late the following day. 
However this swell was completely 
blocked by the land to the west of 
Mount’s Bay and we had a quiet night. It 
would have been a different story with a 
south-westerly swell, I would think. 

Ashore 
At low water landing the dingy on the sand is 
quite feasible and will only be a 100m or so 
away.  At high water, where a beach landing 
may be too exciting, there are various slips off the causeway and Chapel Rock.  These are really 
for the boats ferrying folks to and from the Mount so I don’t know what the reaction would be to 
using them.   Although the beach is super, Marazion is now only a resort village.  There is one tiny 
grocery store, and nowhere to buy essentials like beer, ice and diesel.  The Penzance out of town 
supermarkets are about 2 miles away the other side of Long Rock but this side of Penzance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There can’t be many more spectacular backdrops than this along the south coast of England 

 


